Genetic variation of plasma growth hormone and its genetic association with growth traits in young chickens.
A pedigreed, randomly mated population of 25 sire families was assessed for genetic variation in body weight, gain, and plasma growth hormone (GH) under conditions of reduced temperature brooding (26.7 C) from day of hatch to 7 days of age. Heritability estimates (h2) for 7-day body weight and gain were moderate to high. The calculated h2 for GH was moderate. Plasma levels of GH were not phenotypically or genotypically correlated with body weight or gain.